A guide to the most beautifully
designed hotels in the world
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At a glance

Pamela Goodman offers a bird's-eye view of some of the world’s
most exciting bhotels — both old and new

EUROPE
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hoted scene & Q2aring up with several openings
raong for the finish, Belgrawes (right), brought to
S by the US Thamgson grous, has openad with internors by Tara Berneard. Near
Ly, the Bulgari Hotel & Residences takes stver 5 its central theme, wih intenor
gesign by Antanio Citteria, Later in 2002, watch out for the Café Royal Hoted, from
the same group as the Conservatarium in Amsterdam (See A new tune'), Kit
Kesrmp's nesw of fering, the Dorset Square Hotel and ME London, created by Foster
+ Partars, which opens on the Strand in June, Out of town, New Forest fanvourite
Chewton Glen launches six tree-house sutes n the autumn, The Gurnard’s Head
ang The Fedin Fach Griffin have welcomed sster-hotel The Old Coastguard Hotel
in Carmwal's Mousehole: and Brstol has the new Number Thirty Eight in Clifton,

France

The small, dscreet and exquisitely
alegant Hospes Lancaster (right)
off the Champs Elysées in Pans has
had a makeaver - check out the
Marlene Dietrich Suite. On the oppo-
site end of the styke scale, the flirty,
frivolous and electrifyingly fashion-
conscious W Paris Opéra has come Lo towre In the
Alps, the small parag-down Le Chalet Zannéer in
Megiwe comprises a 12-sute hoted, plus a stand-
alkne chalet for peivate rental; in Val Thorens,
Sibuet Hoteds has launched piste-side Altapura. AL
the Hotel Metropole in Maonte Cark, the swimming-
poot area has boen redesigned by Karl Lagerfakd
for the start of the néaw season. For a secret sland
hideaway, Corsica’s Hotel A Piattatella, near Calvi,
is3 hilside retreat with just 13 rooms,

Spain/ Portugal

Think slands - first, Majorca, where Jumeirsh
unvells a 120-room hotel In 3 dramatic ciif-top
kecation above Port de Sdller; and second, Gran
Canaria, where the Bohemnia Suites & Spa (Fight) is
an oceanfront, adults-only retreat. In Portugal, an hour's drive fram Lgban,
5 Areias do Seixo, a stylish aco-retraat sat amid pine trees and sand dunes.
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Some 4200 acres of Tuscany forms the Castello di Casole estate, at the centre
of which is a restored castie, now a lixuricus S1-suite hotel There are vilas and

farmhouses for rental 100, Giorgio Armani has launched a secand Armani Hotel, |

this time 1 his home town of Milan, while in Verona, the new Palazzo Victoria -
sister hotel to Il Salviatino in Florance -has a musaum-ike quaity toits intericrs.
Keap watch, too. for the opening of Monastero Santa Rosa on the Amalfi Coast.
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Ancther designer, Marcel Wanders, and anather hatel chain, Hyatt, have
teamed up for the creation of Andaz Amsterdam, a conwerted public
library an the Prircengrachl, the nterior of which promises to be excts
inQ quirky and fun. More adventurous still is Hotel The Exchange on
Amsterdam’s Damrok Stroet, where students from the city's Fashion
Irstitute have dressad the roams like maceds on a catwals.

Russia
The big opening this year will e the Four Seasons.
Lion Palace in St Patersburg. Built in 1820 by the
architect who designed nearby St ksaac’s Cathedral,
thes hotel - a stane's throw from the Hermitage =

proeises to combine the grandeur of Imperial

Russia with modemn comforts and facilites.

Lurkey
lan Schrager (see ‘Public
service’) and Marriott
Haotels caused quite a stir
in oining forces for the
Istanbul Edition - crisp
and modern in style, but with an Ottoman Empire
opudence. Amarvesorts has arrived on the scene
teo, at Bodrum, where Amanruya (above) has sime
ple pavikons with private pools and views of the
Apqgean, arranged to create a vilage-ike amblance.
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Modern and edgy in desgn, Villa Dubrovnik is
perched dramaticaly on a Gt with stunning views
across the water to tha Oid City and Lokrum tsland.
Recently renowveted, each room has a baloony or
terrace averlooking the sea. Hotel Lone, mean-
S aea: while, near the beautiful Adriatic town of
”“ Ravinj, & cutting-adge, love-it-or-koathe-it
cool, somewhere between a giant auise
Inarand a multstoray car park. Kinsterna
{left) 3t Monemyvasia n the Peloponnese s
quite the opposite - a restored thirteenth-
century castie set amid vineyards and ofve groves.
Think ramote, romantic and deeply induigent.
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Don't hald your breath but at the end of the year The Alpina Gstaad
will open just a five-minute walk fram the centre of the village,
with spectacular views of the Barnese Oberland. Aside from its
57 rooms and surtes, there’s a 2,000-square-metre spa.



